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Council of the County of Maui

April 2, 2007 (Paia)

MS. GEBB: We rely on gas for refrigeration, cooking, and hot water heaters,. We all have potable
tank systems. They work beautifully. We have wells. We have catchments systems. We're
living very happily in a self-sustained lifestyle. We do it deliberately and to show that it can be
done. We need the propane though because it does run the hot water heaters. The gas service
has all new trucks and they will not take any new accounts. So any new homes then have {o
have 28 panels on their roofs to run a refrigerator for instance, and a hot water heater, and a
stove, and a washing machine, and all those things that normally, like dryers, could be used on
propane. So it’s a huge financial burden for new owners down there.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay, thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.

MS. GEBB: Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Question? One more question.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: One more question, please.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Member Medeiros?

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Yeah. Ulalena Loop 1s it called?

MS. GEBB: Ulalena Loop.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Loop. Okay. And there is a County street sign at--

MS. GEBB: Yes, there is.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: --the beginning.

MS. GEBB: We asked the . .. yes, we asked the County to provide a name for that road so that we
could get emergency services; and at that time, they also gave us the Hoolawa Road sign, the
Honokala Road sign, the West Waipio Road sign, and the Loomis Road sign.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Are you on the makai side of Hana Highway?

MS. GEBB: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Or mauka?

MS. GEBB: We’re on Makai.
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COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. Okay. I'm just trying to orient myself. And where your
road comes up that meets Hana Highway again, is that where the winding road starts?

MS. GEBB: It’s before--

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Are you that far over?

MS. GEBB: --the winding road starts.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROQOS: Before the winding road.

MS. GEBB: One end of the loop is before Twin Falls.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay, that one.

MS. GEBB: And then the Hana end (Hana side) is after Twin Falls.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Right. Right.

MS. GEBB: And they have directed traffic--

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Through there?

MS. GEBB: --when there were very bad accidents. And tourists were taking their car over in
essentially impassable four-wheel drive road with no alternate route. If this were upgraded, 1
don’t see that there would be a problem; and I think we need alternate routes in this County.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Thank you, Susan. Thank you, Chair.

MS. GEBB: Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Sam Clark followed by Greg Pereira.

MR. CLARK: Good evening everyone and thank you for fighting the traffic to come here this
evening. 1know most of you, except for Mr. Medeiros. We’ve never met before. (NOTE: He
walked over and introduced himself to Councilmember Medeiros.) Nice to meet you.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Nice to meet you.

MR. CLARK: Mr. Medeiros, your attention faculty seemed to get incredibly intense. You’re sitting
there staring at the speakers when they are. You’re looking up documents. You’re making
notes. It’s good o see you being so attentive to the speakers and caring for the speakers and

welcome on your new election to the County Council. Mr. Victorino, congratulations on your
election; and Gladys, you also. And I want to thank you for all the hard work you’ve done and
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made MEO the organization it 1s today. And for the other board members that are, have been
multiple times on this Council, congratulations on your reelections. And I would like to thank
everyone out here that has done their testifying and sit to listen to the rest of us. Thank you.
As I get older, I find that I need to start working on my suck-up skills.

OTHERS: ... {chuckled} . . .

MR. CLARK: And I haven’t been around the County Council for quite a few years now. It’s, you
know when [ was younger, I was pretty ... got my fingers in everything, cared about
everything, and was pretty gung-ho on everything. But my wife worked till, last few years to
try and get me to settle down and live a quieter life. But as you know, Jocelyn Perreira, she
hears somebody’s having a quiet life, she goes right there and rings your doorbell and gets you
up off your easy chair to get busy in doing something in the county again. And that’s where
I’'m at. My name is Sam Clark and I'm the Chair of the Haitku Main Street Committee. We're
an umbrella organization with the Tr-Isle Main Street Resource Center, and I'm here to
encourage your continued support of the Tri-Isle Main Street Association. The Haiku Main
Street Committee has spent the last couple of years gathering information about the . . . or from
the members of Haiku’s community--residents and business owners in the area--to find out
what they would like Haiku to be; what their important aspects of Haiku are; and how they
want it to remain and develop. We are now coming up with a finalized report on that
information, which should be out about June, hopefully. And our next phase is implementation
of that--taking with the community has wanted and seize for our future, and finding ways of
making that happen. T see the Haiku community, Haiku Main Street Committee developing
into a full blown Main Street organization like the other, like Makawao, Paia. Iplan to be with
that for a few years and I want to develop ... I would like--okay. Let’s stop the “T want”.
Sorry. 1 would like to see us develop some rules and guidelines that would help us on a
long-term development and maintaining these insights that the people have for the community.
Myself, P've been . . . I’'m a Biologist; and in Biclogy, we have indicator species.

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes.

MR. CLARK: Thank you. These species you keep an eye on because they’re indicators of a
community that’s healthy or a community that’s being polluted; and I would like to try and
develop indicators in the community (whether social indicators, economic indicators, cultural
indicators) that tell us if we're going in the right direction of what the community wants.
We're taking surveys all the time to find out if we’re going in the right direction; and the
changing community structure, if we’re going in the direction the new form of community is
there--whether they want to continue on what we . . . you know, 20 years from now, they may
want to go in a different direction than where we're going now. So we need to maintain that
aspect. And as you have seen coming here, the high traffic volume is--

MS. NAKATA: Four minutes.

MR. CLARK: --indicative of how much development has gone on in Haiku. Thank you.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Sam. Members, any questions for the testifier? Seeing none.
Thank you again, Sam.

MR. CLARK: Seeing not, thank vou, too.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Thank you, Sam.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Greg Pereira followed by Robert Karpovich.

MR. PEREIRA: Good evening. Aloha, Chair Pontanilla and Vice-Chair Hokama, and most of the
Council members. ... (chuckled) ... 1am Vice President of Heritage Hall and I'd like to give
you just a hittle brief history on how 1 got here. 1 was born in California and I have Portuguese
parents on both sides, all from the Azores. When [ went to school, I went to Oregon and I
stayed there until I came here. In Oregon, I was totally removed from all my culture. 1 missed
the supage(?); and I missed the . . .; we didn’t have malasadas; we had fliage(?)--it’s a different
name--and the linguisa, that Portuguese sausage (linguisa). And I missed all that so I moved to
Maui and I see an article for a free Portuguese language class, and P'm gonna go to that. T meet
Audrey and several other members of the Portuguese club, and I'm locked in. Right there, I'm
back! They adopted me. ... (chuckled)... And anyway, next thing I know, I'm Vice
President of the club. Then we have this great idea that we're gonna marry with the Puerto
Rican Association, and we’re gonna get this piece of land in Paia, and by golly, we're gonna
make a cultural center and community center and it’s like “whoa, where did this come from”.
Well it’s working. We’ve got the land. We own it, and we’re asking you for the $300,000 for
seed money to get the planning and design and much more money to come. We have a lot of
1deas for fundraising and a lot of hardworking people sitting at this table and I’'m not gonna go
three minutes. Thank you very much.

MS. ROCHA REED: Thank you, Greg.

CHAIR PONTANHL.LA: Thank you, Greg. Members, any questions for the testifier? Seeing none.
Robert Karpovich followed by Francis Torres.

MR. KARPOVICH: I'm gonna have to pick this up to reach it. (NOTE: He removed the microphone
from the mike stand.) Good evening. My name is Robert Karpovich. I've lived across the
street here since 1984. The basis of our tax system really is on having fair and equitable
assessments for all properties, which I do support. Unfortunately, the way the system is
administered, we have serious problems. If you spend a few hours on the tax computer and
Jook at some of the assessments, it’s almost close to random and there seems to be several
systems. One for the small property owner and one for the large landowners. Assessments
along the coast went up 35-50 percent here in Paia this year, making the average lot out in
Kuau like over $3.5 million on the coast. It’s all based on one or two sales of spec. homes that
were built. And the real problem is that the developed property . . .(end of tape, start 34 at
8:21 p.m.). . . subtract the price of the house to get the land value; and they way undervalue the
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house and come up with these enormous land values. Now we have $20 million homes being
built on Waa Place and if one of those sells, the tax office will say the house i1s a million bucks
and the lot’s $19 million; then where do we go? So that’s a real problem. And then I've been
actually looking for property Upcountry for my folks; and if you look at property up there, all
the realtors say “well just put up a fence and get a goat one day a year and then you pay no
property tax”. That’s under the Ag exemption. So I'm not quite sure how is it fair and
equitable that if you have a beautiful 2- or 3-acre lot in Kula 200 and you pay a couple million
bucks for it, that your land value is discounted to almost nothing just because you have a goat
or you say you're in agriculture. It seems ... agriculture is the plantations. 1 support open
space. In Vermont, you can dedicate the hayfields to agriculture in perpetuity and pay almost
no tax. So you're preserving urban areas and you’re preserving open space. But here, we
don’t preserve open space on our Ag land, we just give cheap taxes until the land 1s sold off.
There’s tons of land being dumped in Kula now: 30-, 40-, 50-, 100-acre parcels. The big
landowner’s selling. Wells go in. These are getting subdivided. It never comes before the
Council. The big landowner paid no tax. The new guy pays no tax because he can put a fence
up and get a horse one day a year. There might be a hundred 2-, 3-, 4-, 5-acre lots. They could
pay no tax if they have a horse or a goat; but they can build a house and a 1,000-foot cottage,
and a bamn, and a studio, and have four or five families living on a small Ag lot. So the whole
system is really antiquated and it’s a huge challenge for this Council to figure out what to do
about it. I think when land is subdivided and you can build multiple structures on it and you
can pay millions of dollars for a couple acres, why shouldn’t you pay tax on a couple million
bucks? They’re charging me tax on $3.7 million and I didn’t pay a fraction of that.

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes.

MR. KARPOVICH: So it’s really, really something that we talk about every year. The COMET
proposal is one way to look at it. Another issue is the abuse of the Ag exemption. When these
parcels go out of production--and last year, I reported it to this Council that the Pukalani
Triangle was 40 acres was being taxed as if it was in production and it wasn’t for many, many
years as cvidenced by the tall trees. So finally, Mr. Young investigated and they are now
charging them, you know, tax on a very low fair market value; but the County collects $15,000
mstead of sixty bucks. Well I’ve got a list of properties Iike that on this island. It’s not fair to
us to pay tax on millions of dollars and the big landowners that own parcels that are worth tens
of millions pay no tax because they’re lymg to the tax department; or the tax department
doesn’t want to look; or the tax department is in criminal collusion with them, which is what
I’m thinking at this point, because I'm really irritated. You can look at all kinds of parcels
Upcountry. You can look at commercial property slated for development for the expansion
behind Costco. You can look at the 5 acres below the Post Office that’s been in weeds for five
years. It’s being taxed on--

MS. NAKATA: Four nunutes.

MR. KARPOVICH: --as if it’s in cane. It says “HC&S 20-year cane” but they’re not being taxed on
that property that’s being developed for commercial, so there’s many layers to these issues. I
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would be happy to work on some special citizen committee to help overhaul and look at the tax
system; but it won’t work forever. People aren’t gonna take it. And just lowering the
homeowner rate to nothing is not fair and equitable. Really, if you buy a small lot and live on
it--whether it’s in the Ag District or not--you gotta pay tax on it. If you take 1t out of
production, the large landowners, they gotta pay tax on it, and it’s gotta be more fair. Thank
yOuL

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Karpovich. Members, any questions for the testifier at this
time? Thank you. Francis Torres followed by Nancy Johnson.

MR. TORRES: Good evening, Honorable Members of the Maui County Council. My name is Francis
Torres and I come here as, representing the Maui Puerto Rican Association of which I am the
President this year, asking . . . humbly asking that you really consider our . . . what we want to
help us with our culfural center. Like many others of my ethnic background, my grandparents
came from Puerto Rico in 1900 (both sides) and settled on Maui. They had a hard time when
they were here, and so did my parents. They had to go to work when they were quite young,
you know. My dad was about 12 years old when he had to go out in the field and cut grass to
help support the family. But they have a lot of things that they have saved--in which some of
us have--that could be placed in the cultural center, like for the museum, like that. So 1 am
humbly asking you people to really give us good consideration. Thank you. I won’t take up
too much of your time. Thank you very much.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Francis. Members, any questions for Mr. Torres? Seeing none.
Thank you, again. Next testifier is Nancy Johnson followed by Cindy Hanscam (Nagata).

MS. JOHNSON: Good evening. I'm Nancy Johnson. Ihad a chance to speak with you last week and
I wanted . . . T used my whole three minutes and I came back to offer you a chance to ask me
questions about Maut Community College’s proposal. We're requesting $500,000 to continue
the expansion of the nursing and the dental programs at Maui Community College. We were
able to admit an additional 40 students to our program. To continue those students into the
second year of the nursing program, we need your continued support. I provided you last week
with information about the shortage of nursing on Maui and the needs in the dental area, and
I’d love to answer your questions about it.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Mr. Victorino?

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: I think one question that was brought up by one of the . . . one of
our Members and [ kinda picked up on it is the question about somehow, some kind of means
for them if we spend this money to assist them (and we want to because we know the nursing
program is very important) but somehow that these nurses stay here--not go off to Honolulu, or
go off to the Big Island, or the mainland. I know there’s almost no way you can force
somebody to stay; but if we’re going to assist them, then we would want to them to be . ..
some kinda contractual agreement, or I don’t know how you’d want to word it, but some
means of them helping us here in Maui County because we have a critical shortage. And to
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train, develop, and then go somewhere else, I don’t think it’s fair for the people of Maut
County to put money out for that kind of results. So how would you answer that question if
that question 1s posed to you?

MS. JOHNSON: Well actually last year, the Council asked that question and | provided
documentation that in the last five years, 95 percent of our graduates had stayed on Maui.
Now, as far as a contractual agreement, I think that’s going to be very difficult. Even the
hospital, who provides some scholarships for students, they can buy their way out of the
contract. But most of our students are Maui people. The board of regents has a policy and so
only Hawaii residents can be admitted to our program. So the students are already residents of
Hawaii when they enter the program.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Thank you. I just, you know, I just felt that was important.
MS. JOHNSON: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: If you have--even like what you just said--if there was some
means of ... if they decide to go somewhere else, they have buy themselves or pay back
whatever was sponsored to them. [ don’t think people would be upset at that. But just to make
sure that what we put out for the people of Maui County are benefiting for the people of Maw
County, and that’s the only thing, Nancy. Thank you.

MS. JOHNSON: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Victorino. Member Medeiros?

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Thank you, Chair. Yeah, Nancy, we heard, vou know, you
testify before. The program at Maui Community College, you produce both what LPNs and
RNs?

MS. JOHNSON: Actually, we have a career ladder. We have nurse aides. It’s a one-semester
program. We graduate about 70 nurse aides a semester, so that’s 140 nurse aides; plus we do
about 40 in the summer, so about 180 nurse aides. Prior to last year, we had 40 practical

nurses and 40 registered nurses. Last year, because of the funds you gave us, we were able to
admit an additional 40 students.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Now the registered nurses, that’s a Bachelor’s Degree program?

MS. JOHNSON: No, it’s an Associate Degree. We have an Associate Degree registered nurse
program.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Do you also have a Bachelor’s Degree?
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MS. JOHNSON: Maui Community College doesn’t provide Bachelor’s Degrees. Our students can
get their Bachelor’s from UH Manoa and UH Hilo right here on Maui by that University
Center program.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Isee. Thank you, Nancy, Thank you, Chair.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Member Medeiros. Thank you, Nancy.
MS. JOHNSON: Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Cindy Hanscam (Nagata) followed by Colleen Lopes.

MS. HANSCAM: Good evening, Council members. My name is Cindy Hanscam and I’'m kind of
wearing two hats tonight and I'm just conveying the . .. with Nancy Johnson. I am actually
here for the Paia Main Street Association, in support of the Wailuku Main Street and Tri-Isle
Main Street Resource Center. And my other hat is also, I am a current student at MCC. T am
an ADN. I’'m gonna be graduating hopefully in May, and so I'll be kinda testifying on those
WO 185U€s.

Firstof all, Iam a . . . born and raised on Maui. Tam part of the Nagata family, which has been
here forever in Pata. ... (chuckled) . .. Unfortunately, we are like the last of the Mohicans in
the Paia Town but we love the town. We love all that Maui has to offer. 1 was one of the
youths who went away to college on the mainland and because I felt that that was what 1
needed to do; and I could not return to Maui after I originally graduated with a four-year
degree in Business because there were no jobs that were in the field that T was interested in. So
1 was fortunate. 1 went ... I was able to return to Hawaii (to Qahu). I lived there in the city
and did my thing there and lived the corporate life. But again, I’m fortunate that things worked
out. 1 was able to come back to Maut and I am now the third generation running the Nagata
Store in Paia. When [ came back, [ wanted to be involved with the community. One of the
things I looked into was what of the . . . what kind of organizations were there, and one of the
things that I did find out was the Paia Main Street, through my brother. He previously had
been working with that organization; and as I got to know what 1t was about, I really had a, you
know, a heart for that--what Jocelyn does and what each of the volunteers does for . . . and we
are all volunteers in that, for the Main Street organization. [ think it is important that we do . . .
you folks support that for us because we do provide a lot of guidance and a lot of feedback to
the Council members, to the Administration, about what the community really wants; and
that’s what I'm really proud of to speak about because it does ...um ... we do provide a
service to the community as far as specific guidelines, business and community related. So
that is the nice thing too. It’s not just a business organization. It’s not just a community
resident organization. We represent every single person in the town, and that is great. And
with a family that I want to raise on Maui, | think it’s important that we have organizations like
that to speak for the people.
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My second hat today is regarding the Maui Community College. And I am, and 1 was again
fortunate that I could, I had an opportunity to go back to school and look into a new interest
that I was really fascinated with.

MS. NAKATA: Three nunutes.

MS. HANSCAM: When I looked around and | saw Maui Community College, | realized “wow”. I
heard about the great reputation there; and it 1s a great program; and I am proud to be a future
graduate; and Nancy Johnson has done just a great job. And the nursing, each of us would get
sick is something very important to the community of Maui. And as far as people or nurses
staying here on Maui, most I think all of my peers will be staying here to work in the hospitals,
and I think 1t’s a good thing. So please support that request as well. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Cindy. Members, any questions for the testifier? Member
Baisa.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Good evening and thanks for being here, Cindy.

MS. HANSCAM: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: It’s nice to see one of our kamaaina kids come home.
MS. HANSCAM: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: I'm very interested. Are there other nursing students like yourself who
are returning for a career that aren’t necessarily fresh out of high school?

MS. HANSCAM: T think there is quite a bit who are changing career paths. And I think programs
like the nursing program on Maui is important because those of us who come back to Maui
who want a career change, in order to become educated--okay--we need programs like the
nursing program. And it is an accredited program, so that’s ... I mean it’s just highly
important for you folks to understand that. It’s, you know, it’s not something that’s just, you
know, a small town type of educational facility. It's something that 1s accredited and
something that is highly respected within the community itself. And so yeah, there is a lot
who, a lot of people who are starting a new career, and to have that program available 1s very
important.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Thank you very much.
MS. HANSCAM: Uh-huh.
COUNCIEMEMBER BAISA: We need you a lot. Thank you.

MS. HANSCAM: Uh-huh.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yeah, thank you. Member Victorino?

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO:
MS. HANSCAM: Hello.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO:
MS. HANSCAM: We trying to. ...
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO:
MS. HANSCAM: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO:

MS. HANSCAM: Oh, yeah. You..

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO:

Yes, Ms. Nagata.

And I hope . . . keep the store.
(chuckled) . . .

Keep the store.

I know.
. (inaudible) . . .

I mean it’s one of the few things . . .

MS. HANSCAM: Sure.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO:
remember--

One of the few places I come in to Paia Town and still can

MS. HANSCAM: Exactly.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: --the childhood days, yeah?
MS. HANSCAM: Uh-huh.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: What made you, you know, you’re a four-year grad.
MS. HANSCAM: Right.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: You come back to Maul. You’ve done the corporate world.
MS. HANSCAM: Right.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: But what made you go from the business world--

MS. HANSCAM: Right.
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COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: --to being a nurse? I mean that’s kind of a big change. And
you’ve mentioned that a lot of people are doing that, and I've noticed that.

MS. HANSCAM: Uh-huh.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Can you give me some reason why you or maybe why others are
choosing that other than wanting to help and take care of people?

MS. HANSCAM: Right. 1don’t know if it’s a midlife crisis kind of thing; but we, you know, I came
back and yeah. I did, I was working at the Bank of Hawaii. Actually, I was the Vice President.
1 worked up, yeah, you know. It’s like it ... I went through all of that--been there, done that
kind of thing--but you know what really matters is your home, your family, and your
community; and when 1 had the opportunity to move back to Maui, { didn’t think twice about
it. And again, I was fortunate that we had a little business in Paia that 1 could come back to
and not worry about trying to find a similar corporate job because I didn’t have to. My
husband is a public school teacher, so he could find that job pretty easily. But yeah, I wanted
to, it was something where it was just an opportunity for me. And nursing ...um. .. agan, [
... 1t’s a whole different world, literally, you know, like you said. Nursing was a way, I think,
I wanted, I could give back to the community as well as being like a board member on the Paia
Main Street as well. So ’'m looking at avenues where 1 can really impact the community more
versus just being out there, running mutual funds and that kind of thing, which is not actually
gonna impact my children and you know.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: And where would you go? To the hospital? Or would you go
private practice as a, you know like with private doctors? Kaiser? How do they determine
where you folks end up? You know, Imean. ..

MS. HANSCAM: We actually ... I mean it’s a great. There is a shortage, and I think Nancy has
probably talked about it in previous meetings.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Yeah.

MS. HANSCAM: But yeah, there is a lot of opportunities, which 1s great for graduates because
they’re. I mean it’s actually confusing for me at this point because there’s so many places |
can look at and you know, find opportunities and so yeah. It’s ... there is a lot, you know,
there 1s a lot out there that . . .

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Well thank you. And again, it’s a special person that can be a
nurse because, you know, you gotta have a real good heart--

MS. HANSCAM: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: --and a real good compassion for people to be able to do what
you do.
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MS. HANSCAM: Definitely.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: So thank you for changing. And I hope I never have to use you;
but if I do, I going remember what you are.

MS. HANSCAM: Okay. ... (chuckled) . ..

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Thank you.

MS. HANSCAM: Otherwise, come buy poke.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: I'll buy poke. You gotit! Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Colleen Lopes followed by Phil Feliciano. Colleen?

MS. LOPES: Hello, Council members. My name is Colleen Lopes and I'm here on behalf of Heritage
Hall. 1 belong to the Portuguese Association of Maui and I just wanted to ask you guys to
consider what we’re asking for for Heritage Hall. T also wanted to touch on what
Mr. Victorino had said about families, and not knowing who you are and where you came
from. T myself started to get interested 1n genealogy just because I needed to know who I was
and where I came from. And for me, fortunately, there has been ten generations; my
granddaughter being the tenth. Of the ten generations, eight has lived here in Hawaii, If ]
hadn’t started this, a lot of the people in my family would not have known where we came
from and who we were. And a lot of people today (like myself) have gone to Oahu to find
information because it’s very hard if you don’t know where to go to get information here,
which 1s the Kahului Library and the Mormon Church; but some people don’t know how to use
the system. I also, you know, we have been here a long time and if we don’t do this, we’re not
gonna have something for our children. We would like to have this place so that we will have
the facilities and have those kinds of things here, so we can help Portuguese, Puerto Rican, or
anybody that needs help mn finding who their family are. And as far as being with the Puerto
Ricans, I feel it’s a great merge because when I was small, I have an uncle that always used to
play Puerto Rican music. We learned to make pasteles. He leamed to make Portuguese
sausage. We learned to coexist and 1 just feel that I'm part of that culture also. 1just think that
we’re a natural mix. And [ just wanted to thank everybody for listening to me today and hope
we can help somebody that needs help, too. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Colleen. Members, any questions for the testifier? Thank you
very much. Lesley Bruce followed--I’'m sorry. Phil Feliciano followed by Lesley Bruce.

MR. FELICIANO: Good evening. I’m Phil Feliciano and it looks like it’s been a really long day. So

long, in fact, we got to watch the grass grow. (NOTE: He pointed to Mr. Tavares s baking pan
of Maui earth.)
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OTHERS: ... (chuckied) . ..

MR. FELICIANO: Anyway, I'm Phil Feliciano, owner of Cruiser Phil’s Volcano Riders (one of the
downhill bike tour companies) and I'm here in support of the so-called downhill bike
assessment. You know, I think it’s about time that the truth of the traffic impact on our
Upcountry roads can finally unfold. So T support that funding. I'm not sure how I feel about
the $500,000 for the Paia bike path. You know, that one sort of feels like we might be “putting
the cart before the horse”. (NOTE: He paused and exchanged glances with Councilmember
Victorino.) Yeah. Isaid it right--yeah?

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: You said it right!
MR. FELICIANQ: Isaid it right. Thank you.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Yeah.

MR. FELICIANO: Yes, I'm not sure. I think the assessment needs to come first and then later
possibly that. Presently, there’s only one bike tour company that actually rides into and
through Paia Town and they do that 100 percent of the time. That’s not my company. Two
others do not ride at all into Paia. And yet, two others ride maybe only about 25 percent of the
time into Paia and basically staying off that road. So I just thought you should know that.

P'm also a proud member of the Maui Puerto Rican Association and I support their request for
funds. I hope you look at that seriously. My grandmother was born just up the road there
in--what some of you may remember as--a little town called Kaheka. Yeah? Not too many
people know that. So, I support that. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Phil. Members, any questions for the testifier? Thank you very
much. Lesley Bruce followed by Lynn Curtis.

MS. BRUCE: Good evening. My name is Lesley Bruce. I’'m representing myself this evening. The
General Plan Draft Countywide Policy Plan is being presently reviewed by 25 volunteers
before it goes to the Maut County Planning Commission and then to the Council. The policy
draft supports setting aside intercommunity corridors for transportation diversification. Among
the committee’s suggestions are corridors and funding partnerships.

First, the corridors would include parallel but separate pedestrian, equestrian, and bicycle trails,
and the corridors for other modes of transit.

Second, the funding would be provided by public and private partnerships. The County
collects a gasoline tax. Guided and unguided bicycle tours should have a $3-4 tax per
customer, collected by the County, to support the bike trails’ design construction and
maintenance.
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Baldwin Avenue, with regard to Baldwin Avenue, a bike path proposed $500,000 this year’s
Budget and $500,000 next year. This expenditure is premature. Let us start with a complete
expanded and full assessment of all guided and unguided tours, so the design can be based on
relevant information.

Finally, I support the completion of the unfinished Northshore greenway and the Kihei
bikeways immediately. Thank you for coming to Paia this evening.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Lesley. Members, any questions for the testifier? Again, thank
you very much. Lynn Curtis followed by Barry Rivers.

MS. CURTIS: Good evening and thank you very much. My name is Lynn Curtis and I'm speaking to
you tonight as a member of the Board of Directors of the Boys & Girls Club of Maui. I'm a
longtime Haiku resident and since everybody’s sharing tonight, I’ll tell you that ’'m a katonk.
1 admit that freely.

OTHERS: ... (chuckled) . . .

MS. CURTIS: But 1 came here so long ago that I had no gray hair, so that’s how long ago it was. But
1 just want to say how much the organization appreciates your past support and looks forward
to your continued support of this really worthwhile national organization that really gives a lot
to the community and is only, you know, it’s an Investment that is only gonna grow
exponentially as our kids prosper and thrive from their activity. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Lynn. Members, any questions for the testifier? Thank you,
again. The last person that signed up for public testimony this evening is Barry Rivers. If
there’s anyone that wants to give public testimony, if you could sign up and we will allow you
the three minutes. Barry?

MR. RIVERS: Hi. How are you? Sorry not to get here earhier. 1 always like to hear what people
have to say, but I’ve been off island and just found out this was happening tonight. So anyway,
thank you. 1 just really wanted to come by and thank you all for your support. For quite some
number of years now, the festival, as you know, has grown sort of well beyond our wildest
dreams in many ways and has become an integral part of the community and its cultural life. 1
did want to also share with you something you may not know, which is that we have, for years
now, every week at our Wednesday screenings. Well let me back it up and say that what we
get support for . .. from . .. from the Council for . . . rather, is our Wailea event. And at that
event, we have . . . as you, if you've taken note over the years, whenever we have a film that’s
a G- or PG-rated film, you know, kids under 12 (keiki under 12) in the community are invited
to come as our guests. We’ve had thousands of kids come and enjoy this wonderful experience
“cinema under the stars” and it’s been our pleasure to do that. We also give many, many
tickets away throughout the year--and especially in June as well--to the, you know, Paia Youth
and Family Services and to any number of groups like that. We’re getting called ali the time.
So we’re happy to do that. That’s sort of the way that we feel we give back. In addition to the
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fact that every Wednesday, we always have a nonprofit at the arts center that’s able to give out
information about what they have coming up in that next week or month and so forth and
we've ... I mean 1t’s just a laundry list of virtually every single group in the community that
we’ve been happy to support. So you really just ...uh ... again, a way to say thanks, and
happy to answer any questions. We’re sorta stretching the cache and notoriety of the film
festival far and wide. We’re also maintaining, 1 think, a real sense of where we are. You
know, we very much consciously inculcated the festival with a sense of Maui and of the
indigenous culture of Maui, by incorporating chant, hula, and Polynesian astronomy into our
screenings over there in Wailea primarily during the year . . . uh. .. during the summer rather.
So we’re doing what we feel we can do to help really make people conscious of where they are
and that it’s not simply a film screening they’re attending but rather a continuation of a long
storytelling tradition that in this part of the world was chant; and hula; and mele; and now with
cinematic storytelling; and we sort of, you know, we go on from here sort of thing. Anyway,
so it’s really just a way to say thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Barry. Members, any questions for the testifier?
MR. RIVERS: Okay.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Seeing none. Thank you very much.

MR. RIVERS: Thanks for the long night. Okay. Take care. Bye-bye.

-« END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. ..

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yes, Members. It’s been a long day and a long night.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (PRESENT: ANDERSON, BAISA,
HOKAMA, MEDEIROS, MOLINA, VICTORINO, AND PONTANILLA)

ACTION: DEFER.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: If there are no more comments or announcements, this meeting is adjourned.
... (gavel) . ..

ADJOURN: 8:50 p.m.

APPROVED BY:

JOSEPH PONTANILLA, Chair
Budget and Finance Commitice

bfmin:070402-Paia Transcribed by: Pauline Martins
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